


The Tension and Struggle Photo Project is set to recognize 
fact and struggle of homeless in today's environment. 
 
The images of this Project are a pictorial statement to current 
homelessness and to the lives twisting through time. The 
subjects are the invisible street people photographed in the USA 
and Europe. 
 
The individuals are set off in the images, relegated to minor roles 
within the composition, reflecting their position within society and 
the environment. Maybe once a productive and active player in 
the community, now a lost sole, perhaps due to bad luck or 
illness. But all tossed aside and into the distant background as 
the world charges on. 
 
They live the Tension, locked in the Struggle. 
 
Homeless! 
A Significant Concept. A Tragic Condition. An Abhorring 
Situation. A Historical Fact. 
 
What is homeless? Early homo erectus was a wander searching 
for food and existence. Home was the area which they occupied 
at any point in time. Wherever humans went it could be 
considered their 'home' territory. They slept where night found 
them. 
 
To be homeless one would need to be beyond their territory. 
 
When tribes became established the assembly of individuals 
created an environment that traveled with the group, creating the 
concept of 'home' within that group. 
 
To be homeless one would need to be cast from their group. 
With improvements that allowed humans to create a predictable 
food supply came established settlements containing some form 
of solid structures. At this level anyone could create some form of 
shelter and have a home. One could be a beggar by day but 
have a shelter to retreat to at night. 



In the time of early settlements what circumstance was required 
to be considered as homeless? In their time; Would a shoe 
cobbler who traveled from village to village, sleeping in barns and 
under the trees, be looked upon as homeless? Could a goat 
herder that lived with his flock be looked upon as homeless? 
 
It could be argued that the concept of homeless may be a 
condition that has developed within or because of our newer 
established urban areas. 
 
Did building regulations create homelessness? 
 
Once urban areas developed and people created rules and laws 
about how and where people could live, the concept and 
development of homelessness fully took hold. 
 
Today anyone that is not residing in a structure that conforms to 
the communities' established rules can and will be removed from 
that environment, and in some degree, 'forced onto the street'. 
And thus be listed as "Homeless" ie. not residing within an 
approved habitable structure. 
 
Homeless in a modern urban area is a tragic thing. The citizen in 
'modern homelessness' is possibly more fully demoralized and 
disadvantaged than those in earlier and historic times. The catch 
being, as any personal attempt to establish a minimal shelter can 
be forcibly prevented, based on modern laws and rules. 
 
The modern 'village' however, can provide compassion and aid to 
those hapless individuals who find themselves beyond the safe 
comfort of modern life. But the battle to restore safe-life-to-all is a 
hard battle and many communities and individuals fall to the side. 
 
To be a lost sole cast upon the streets of the world today is a 
tragic and demoralizing state in which to find one's self. The 
images of The Tension and Struggle Photo Project are set to 
visually represent the lost lives that we have created while 
rushing to build bigger and more elegant castles in the sky. 
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